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Barron County 4-H News & Events
October 2014
Junior Leaders Happenings
What do making malts, playing wallyball, performing community service and taking fun trips with
friends have in common? They are all part of being a Barron County 4-H Junior Leader! Did you
know that there is a special 4-H group in Barron County just for teens? Members of the Junior
Leaders meet on a regular basis to plan fun activities for 4-H teens, help younger kids get the most
out of 4-H membership, and make our county a better place.
The group is in transition, as there are fewer members who regularly attend meetings and do
the planning. However, there is a larger number of youth who take part in activities such as
ValleyScare or Mall of America, work in the fair foodstand, or have fun at the lock-in. The new
questions are, what should the Barron County 4-H Junior Leaders look like? What is the most
important activities to carry on, what can be left behind, and what should be started?
Now is a great time to be a part of the Junior Leaders, as the group is ready to morph into what
YOU, the teenagers in 4-H, want it to be. A recent survey of our teen members showed that many
members want to be a part of the 4-H Junior Leaders, so come on and try it out!
The Junior Leaders will hold a Sundae Party meeting on Monday, October 20 at 7 p.m. in Room
110 of the Government Center. All 4-H members in grades 8 and up are invited to attend, and will
receive a free t-shirt if they plan to join the Junior Leaders this year. Agenda items include voting
on officers and making plans for the upcoming 4-H year! Please bring a sundae topping.
Right before the Junior Leaders meeting, at 6 p.m., there will be an ME Workshop for those youth
and parents who want to learn more about 4-H trips and how to apply for them (more info inside).
ValleyScare – October 18. Registration was due October 10. Contact the UW-Extension office
at 537-6253 if you forgot to register but want to attend. Information was in the September
newsletter or can be found online at http://barron.uwex.edu.
Mall of America/Cabelas – Hold the date for December 6! The Junior Leaders are planning a
shopping extravaganza! Information and registration will be in the November newsletter.

Mary Pardee
4-H Youth Development Educator
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4-H Calendar
October
1
4-5
5-11
10
15
18
18
20
20
21
21
24-25
25

4-H Council Youth Rep Nominations due
4-H Arts Camp
National 4-H Week – Window Displays
Junior Leaders ValleySCARE registration due
4-H Charter Renewals due to UWEX office
4-H Awards Program
Junior Leaders ValleySCARE Trip
ME Workshop
Junior Leaders Meeting
4-H Council hears Funding Requests
4-H Council Meeting
Barronett Dragons 4-H Club Haunted Trail
Horse Project Awards Banquet & Barn Dance

Upham Woods, WI Dells

12:30 pm
3 pm-12:30 am
6 pm
7 pm
7 pm
7:30 pm

Barron HS Commons
Leave Gov’t Center
Gov’t Center Room 110
Gov’t Center Room 110
Gov’t Center East Conf. Room
Gov’t Center East Conf. Room

7 pm

Barron County Fairgrounds

3-4:30 pm

Gov’t Center East Conf. Room

Evening appts.
5-6:30 pm
7 pm
7:30 pm

Chula Vista, WI Dells
Gov’t Center
Gov’t Center East Conf. Room
Gov’t Center East Conf. Room
Gov’t Center East Conf. Room

5-6:30 pm

Gov’t Center East Conf. Room

November
1
12
14
14-16
17-18
18
18
18
27-28

Barronett Dragons 4-H Club Haunted Trail
New Volunteer Orientation
Due Date – Trips & Key Award Applications
WI 4-H Fall Forum & Centennial Celebration
ME Interviews for Trips & Key Award
New Volunteer Orientation
4-H Council hears Funding Requests
4-H Council Meeting
Government Center & UW-Extension Closed

December
6
15
24-25

Junior Leaders Mall of America/Cabelas Trip
New Volunteer Orientation
Government Center & UW-Extension Closed

Event Reimbursement
The October 21 4-H Council meeting is the last time that
you can apply for event reimbursement funding for the
2013-2014 4-H year. Youth must appear at the Council
meeting to request funding; adult leaders do not have to
appear and may send the request before October 21 to
the UW-Extension office address. Youth and adult request
forms can be found at the UW-Extension website under
4-H Youth Development, click on 4-H Forms.

Barron County 4-H
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County Awards Program

Apply for Trips and Key
Award!

The 2013-2014 Barron County 4-H Awards Program will
be held Saturday, October 18 in the Barron High School
Commons. A meal will be served as part of the program,
starting at 12:30 p.m., with a free will donation. Award
presentations will begin promptly at
1 p.m.

For Barron County 4-H Members in Grades 5-13
You are invited to apply for a variety of 4-H Trips and the Key
Award. The experiences you are eligible for is dependent
upon your grade/age. These are opportunities available only
to older members of the Barron County 4-H program. Please
see the information on pages 6-7 about each experience.

4-H members who earned
Cloverbud Awards, County Project
Awards and Overall Record Book
Awards will be recognized!
Awards for clubs will include
those for window displays,
softball, and Dairy and Activity
Scrapbook. Individual awards
will be given for special
project book awards, State
Fair Dairy and Secretary Books.

To be considered, you must:
1. Complete and submit the Member Evaluation (ME) Form
2. Complete and submit the Trip Preference Form
3. Submit two letters of recommendation: one from your
4-H Club Leader and one from another person of your
choosing. The letters should be from people who aren’t
related to you; if your 4-H Club Leader is related to you,
ask another adult leader in your club.
4. Participate in a 15-minute interview
Your completed ME Form, Trip Preference Form, and two
letters of recommendation must be submitted to the UWExtension Office by Friday, November 14.

All 4-H families are invited to attend this fun, county-wide
4-H recognition event. Please let your club leader know
how many people from your family plan to attend, so we can
get an estimate for lunch. Call Mary at 715-537-6253 if you
have questions.

Interviews will be scheduled on the early evenings of
November 17 and 18. Refer to the ME/Interview Evaluation
Form found on the UW-Extension website (address below) for
information on how you will be evaluated by interviewers.

Your 4-H Council Members
2014-2015

By taking part in this process, you will take stock of your 4-H
experiences to date, practice valuable interviewing skills in
a supportive environment, and have a chance to represent
Barron County on a 4-H trip. If you have questions on the
interview process, attend the ME Workshop on October 20
(see below), ask your club leader, members in your club who
have interviewed before, or contact Mary Pardee at mary.
pardee@ces.uwex.edu or 715-537-6253.

The fall meeting of the Barron County 4-H Association was
held on September 17. The 4-H Council for the 2014-2015
4-H year will be comprised of the following members:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President: Robin Hanson
Past President: Cathy Solum
Vice President: Kayla Kringle
Secretary: Molly Schaffer
Northwest District Representative: Emily Drafall
Northeast District Representative: Staci Rae
Central District Representative: Carolyn Verhulst
Southwest District Representative: Diana Bazewicz
Southeast District Representative: Joyce Nelson
Youth Representative: Melissa Odenbreit

Forms and information are available on the Barron County 4-H
website at: http://barron.uwex.edu/4-h-youth-development/
interviews.

ME Workshop To Be Held
Learn more about the trips/opportunities available
for older 4-H members on October 20, 6 p.m., Room
110, right before the Junior Leaders meeting. This
information session for parents and youth in grades 5
and up will highlight the opportunities available, how to
apply, and tips for success.

Jacque Schaffer will continue to serve as the Treasurer in a
non-voting position. Additional youth representatives are
being sought and may apply to join the Council.

Got Checks?
Remember to cash your Barron County Fair Checks and your
Livestock Sale checks!
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Don’t forget to re-enroll in 4-H!
Overview
Each year, your family will re-enroll members and leaders in 4HOnline. This is a simple process that will not take much time. A
2015 Project Guide was included in your September newsletter, or you can find it at http://barron.uwex.edu. Click on 4-H Youth
Development and then Join 4-H.
Please re-enroll soon so you don’t miss out on any newsletters, project mailings or other 4-H information!

Getting started
To get started with the re-enrollment process, log into 4HOnline (wi.4HOnline.com) with your family email and password. If you
forgot your password, email Mary at mary.pardee@ces.uwex.edu to have your password reset and sent to you.
On the family home screen, click on the orange button labeled Continue to Family.
On your Member/Volunteer list, find the family member you wish to re-enroll and click on Edit next to their name.

Re-enroll
At the bottom of the next screen, click on the button for Enroll for 2014-2015.
You will now see the Personal Information that you entered when you first enrolled. Look over the information and make any
corrections. Grade and age will have increased automatically. When you are done, click on Continue.
Next is the Additional Information screen. You need to
accept the agreements and answer the Photo Release and
Accommodations questions. Click Continue when done.
The Health Form for members is optional at enrollment, but
you could be asked to complete it in the future if you attend
any events that require one. Click Continue when done.
If you are an adult volunteer and see the Volunteer Screening
page, then it has been 4 years since the last time a background
check has been completed. You need to check over the
answers to the questions and correct as needed. This page will
only appear every 4 years. Click Continue when done.
On the Participation -> Club screen, confirm the correct club is
listed. If you serve in a volunteer role, click on Edit and select
the volunteer type. Click on Update to save the change. Click
on Continue when done.
On the Participation -> Projects screen, confirm all the projects
you are enrolled in are listed. Add any missing projects. If you
are dropping a project, click on Edit for that project and then
click on Delete. After making sure all your projects are listed
correctly, click on Submit Enrollment.
If you need assistance, please contact the UW-Extension office!
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Pumpkin Painting
You will need:
• Newspaper or tablecloth
• A pumpkin
• Masking tape
• Copies of pumpkin painting designs
(there are some here or you can find
your own)
• Acrylic paint
• Pen
• Paintbrushes
• Water pots for cleaning brushes
• Paper towels
• Gloss sealer in a spray can

Cloverbud
Corner

Instructions:
Cover the work surface with newspaper or tablecloth. Choose
a design to paint on your pumpkin. Tape the design to the
pumpkin using masking tape, and trace around the design to
transfer the lines to the pumpkin skin. You will need to press
fairly hard to make an impression on the pumpkin. Remove
the paper. If you wish, you can outline the design with a pen,
marking directly on the pumpkin. Paint your design and allow
it to dry. Spray the whole pumpkin with a gloss sealer. The
pumpkin should last for at least a month.
(Activity adapted from Ohio State
University Extension)
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2015 Wisconsin State and National 4-H Trips
The Barron County 4-H Association provides up to $200 per member per year towards educational 4-H-sponsored events above
the county level. The Association also funds national trips at 50% of the cost. The national trips include CWF, Space Camp,
National Congress, National Conference and American Spirit. If a member receives funding for one of the national trips, they will
also be eligible for the $200 funding for additional events.
Benefits of traveling through 4-H: Meet new people that become lifelong friends, learn about yourself and others, see new places,
gain travel experience, learn skills that you will use and your future employers will appreciate, much of the cost is covered, etc.!! For
more information on these trips, see http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/events/index.cfm.

Space Camp
Held in Huntsville, Alabama. April 16-20, 2015. Explore the fascinating world of aerospace, astronomy and technology! 4-H Missions
in Space program is a fun-filled weekend at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center where participants will complete a simulated Space
Shuttle mission, experience training simulators, tour the U.S. Space & Rocket Center and learn about becoming an astronaut.
Delegates participate in hands-on mock space missions and other activities in this NASA program. Qualifications: be in grades 6-8
and maximum age of 15 at time of trip. Cost of Space Camp is approximately $525 (Barron 4-H will pay for half).

Wisconsin 4-H & Youth Conference
Held at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. June 22-25, 2015. Approximately 600 youth travel to Madison each summer for this
conference. Participants take part in educational seminars and fun social events while they make new friends from across
Wisconsin. They are encouraged to take what they learn and share it with others in their home communities. Qualifications: be in
grades 7-10 at time of selection. Conference registration fee is approximately $235 (use your 4-H funding to get up to $200
reimbursed).

Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF)
Held one week in June or July 2015 in Washington, DC. (You are able to choose from multiple weeks.) CWF is a 4-H leadership
program for high school youth from across the country. Participants stay at the National 4-H Conference Center, near Washington,
D.C., participating in a week-long program focused toward broadening delegates’ appreciation and respect for themselves and
others in their world. The week consists of participatory workshops, speakers, committee work, field trips to see the sights of DC
and social events. Qualifications: be in grades 10–12 and minimum age 15 at time of trip. Total cost for the trip is approximately
$1,100 (Barron 4-H will pay for half).

National 4-H Congress
Held in Atlanta, Georgia. Nov. 27-Dec. 2, 2015. Approximately 1,300 4-H members from around the U.S. and Puerto Rico come
together to practice skills in leadership, community service and multi-cultural integration. In addition to attending assemblies and
workshops, they participate in discussion groups on issues facing our country today and moderate a town hall meeting at which they
share the results of those discussions. Also, delegates participate in hands-on projects during a day of community service as they
learn how to work with others to help individuals and organizations in a community improve themselves. Delegates take part in
social events including tours of Atlanta and dinner/dances. Qualifications: be in grades 10–12 and maximum age of 18 as of January
1 in year of travel. Trip cost is approximately $1,100 (WI 4-H Foundation will contribute, and 4-H will pay for half of the remainder).

National 4-H Conference
Held in Washington, D.C. April 10-16, 2015. Six (6) youth from Wisconsin 4-H are selected to attend this working conference held at
the National 4-H Center. Barron County can nominate one youth for consideration by the State 4-H selection committee. Each
participant selects an issue and works with other youth from across the country to develop plans that help direct future 4-H
programming. One day is spent on Capitol Hill meeting with legislators and touring. Qualifications: be in grades 10–12 and
maximum age of 18 as of January 1 in year of travel. Trip cost is approximately $1,100 (WI 4-H Foundation will contribute, and 4-H
will pay for half of the remainder).
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2015 Barron County 4-H Trips and Key Award
4-H American Spirit Experience

Travel to Eastern states, June 10-18, 2015. Youth from UW-Extension’s Northwest Region will increase their knowledge and
understanding of America’s heritage. Participants will visit an Amish Village, Valley Forge, Philadelphia, New York, Plymouth Rock,
and Boston. They will see the Atlantic Ocean and go whale watching. Youth awarded this trip will be expected to attend preliminary
meetings and take an active role in planning. Qualifications: be in grades 8-10. Cost is approximately $1200 (Barron 4-H will pay for
half).

Exchange Trip

Barron County and Ashland County, Ohio, will work together to design a two-year exchange experience. Barron youth will travel in
late June/early July of 2015 and stay in the homes of 4-H families in Ohio. Delegates will then host Ohio youth in the summer of
2016. Qualifications: be in grades 8-12, be able to host in 2016. Cost is to be determined, likely $400-$500 (use your 4-H funding to
get up to $200 reimbursed).

Discover Wisconsin

4-H members in grades 5-7 will design and plan a trip to “somewhere in Wisconsin” together, with guidance from adult leaders.
Because of the nature of this trip, there will be several required meetings in advance of the trip to prepare the itinerary. The number
of youth awarded this experience will be limited. Trip dates are TBA; expected cost should be less than $100, depending upon the
plans made by the group (use your 4-H funding to get up to $200 reimbursed).

Canada Fishing Trip

Eight 4-H youth will travel to Lake Pakashkan in Ontario. Participants stay in a cabin, fish for Walleye and Northern, take active roles
in making meals and keeping camp, and socialize with other delegates. Don Drost and Don Peterson, experienced fishermen and coowners of the property, will serve as chaperones and hosts of this trip. Trip dates are to be determined, but will be late July or
August of 2015. Qualifications: be in grades 8-13, have or obtain a passport or passport card. Cost: About $150 (use your 4-H
funding to get up to $200 reimbursed).

Key Award

The Key Award is the most prestigious award that a 4-H member can receive. The award is based on member's total 4-H record,
projects, leadership, and activity involvement. Members who will be graduating from 4-H in 2015, and who are grades 12 or 13 may
be selected; winners are announced at the 4-H Graduation program. This award is sponsored by Farm Bureau and Rural Insurance
Company.

Frequently Asked Questions
How do I apply for these trips?

Fill out a Barron County 4-H Member Evaluation (ME) Form and the Trips/Award Preference Form and return them to the UWExtension office by the due date of November 14. You must include two letters of recommendation – one from your club leader
and one from another person of your choice. The recommendation letters should not be from relatives. If your club leader is a
relative, please ask another adult leader within your club. The next step in the process is an interview. Interviews will be held in
early January. You will be notified of your date and time.
Can I apply for more than one trip?
Yes! You can apply for as many opportunities as you want by marking them on the Trips/Award Preference Form. You may be
asked to rank their importance in your interview.

Is this going to cost a lot?

The Trips Committee will offer fundraising opportunities for youth going on State and National trips and on county trips. In
addition, the Barron County 4-H Association offers assistance. Depending upon the trip, taking part in fundraising may cover the
cost. All costs not covered by fundraising or the 4-H Association must be paid by the delegate.

Do I need to interview if I am applying for the Key Award?

Yes, the Key Award is available only through this Member Evaluation process, which includes the ME Form and interview.

Where are the forms?

You can find the ME Form and Trips/Award Preference Form on the UW-Extension website at http://barron.uwex.edu. Click on Trips
and Key Award in the 4-H Youth Development drop down menu.
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2014 Livestock Project Dates
Livestock Committee Meeting – January 6, 7 p.m., East
Conference Room, Government Center (for Livestock
Committee members, not a project meeting)
Weigh ins:
Beef – March 7, 9-11 am, Equity Livestock, Barron Facility
Hog – April 6 (if weigh ins occur this year, more info to come)
Cumberland High School Ag Shop, 4-6 pm
Barron & Rice Lake High School Ag Shops, 6-8 pm
Lamb – April 21, Barron County Fairgrounds, Triebensee
Memorial Barn, 5-8 pm
MAQA – March 12, Barron HS Commons, 6:30 pm  
MAQA Second Chance – April 14, Barron HS Commons, 6:30
pm
Kickoff – June 11, Barron HS Commons, 7 pm
New for 2015 - SHEEP: maximum weight at initial weigh-ins is
raised to 90#

Horse Project Awards
Banquet and Barn Dance!
Join the 4-H & Youth Horse Project for our annual awards
banquet and pot luck supper. It will be held Saturday,
October 25, 7:00 pm in the Expo building at the Barron
County Fairgrounds in Rice Lake. Past members, present
members and those interested in joining the project are
welcomed to attend. Bring a dish to pass.

*Did you Know?*
4-H Projects
A 4-H project is a topic that you may want to learn more
about during the 4-H year. 4-H members must pick at least
one project, and many sign up for as many projects as they
want each year. You’ll have many projects to consider,
from art to woodworking, from trees to rabbits, from
clothing to computers. For lists and descriptions, see the
publication titled “Barron County 4-H Project Guide” which
was included in the September newsletter or you can find
it online at the UW-Extension website on the “Join 4-H”
page.
Youth in grades K5 to 2 will enroll in Cloverbuds and/
or Exploring. These are the only options provided by
4HOnline for kids of these grade levels.
To exhibit animals at the fair, youth must be in at least 3rd
grade. This means that youth must be 3rd grade or older
to enroll in any 4-H animal project. This Wisconsin 4-H
policy is for the safety of the 4-H member. The ability and
maturity level of the youth, as well as the unpredictable
behavior of animals, should be considered by parents prior
to involving youth in an animal project.

The horse project will also be having a hat and mitten drive
for the Mitten Tree charity organization. Please bring a set of
mittens, scarves and/or hat to donate (new or handmade).
Following the banquet we will conclude the evening with a
barn dance. There will be door prizes!

The Barron County 4-H Horse Project gymkhana team
had an excellent performance at the State Gymkhana
horse show September 6-7 at the state fairgrounds in
West Allis. Each youth participated in six events in their
grade division.
Front row - Russell Gott, top ten plug race, barrels;
Emily Foust, top ten key race; Chloe Tomesh, grand
pole bending, reserve grand key race, top ten barrels;
Bridgette Frogness, top ten LT special, plug race;
Katherine Kilmer; Katie Foust, top ten plug race, key
race. Back row - Alexis Kwak, grand -barrels, grand key race, top ten - pole bending, flag race, LT special,
plug race. Congratulations to all!
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Volunteer for 4-H!
Can you spare some time? 4-H needs your help! The following
volunteer opportunities are available. If you are interested in any of
them, please contact Mary at mary.pardee@ces.uwex.edu or 715537-6253 for more information or to make arrangements.
Opportunity: Cloverbud Committee Member
Who: Adult Leaders and teens
Task Description: Form a committee to look at what 4-H offers
Cloverbuds, with the intent of attracting and keeping Cloverbuds
in 4-H long-term. Design and carry out special opportunities for
Cloverbud-age members in 2014-2015. Re-design Cloverbud book.
Time Commitment: Several meetings over the course of the next
year. Committee will set own agenda and course.
Opportunity: 4-H Project Discovery Day Co-Chair
Who: Adult Leader
Description: Along with current chairperson and UW-Extension,
find presenters and arrange for classes, provide information for 4-H
newsletter, and attend Project Discovery Days to register youth and
provide assistance to presenters. 4-H Project Discovery Days are
held on the 2nd Saturday of the month over the winter months.
Time Commitment: Approximately 6 hours a month from
November through April.
Opportunity: 4-H Project Discovery Day Presenter
Who: Adult Leaders and teens
Description: Teach a hands-on three-hour class at a Project
Discovery Day, held the 2nd Saturday of the month over the winter
months. Any 4-H project area can be taught. If you teach something
within your 4-H Club, why not offer it county-wide?
Time Commitment: 3 hour class plus prep time
Opportunity: 4-H Awards Program Helper
Who: Adults and youth (Adults do not have to be enrolled leaders
for this volunteer opportunity.)
Description: Set up, clean up, serve food, etc. About 4 people
needed.
Time Commitment: One day (Oct. 18), 11:30 a.m. to about 2:30
p.m.
Opportunity: Interviewer
Who: Adult Leaders
Description: Review ME forms and interview older members as
they apply for trips and the key award. Fill out evaluation sheet
and provide feedback. This is a great way to interact with older
members and learn about all the amazing things 4-H youth are
involved in.
Time Commitment: Interviews will take place on November 17 and
18 between 4 and 7 p.m.
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New Volunteer
Orientation Sessions
Do you want to become a 4-H Adult Volunteer?
Adults who regularly work with youth at the club
level or county level should enroll in 4-H and
participate in the 4-H youth protection process.
Committee members who vote on decisions that
affect 4-H programming are required to be trained
volunteers. To become an adult volunteer, attend
a one-time training where you will enroll using
4HOnline, learn about 4-H programming and how to
protect youth. The youth protection process includes
a background check on all new volunteers, which is
then repeated every four years. As a volunteer, you
will re-enroll each year and adhere to the volunteer
behavior agreement set forth by the State 4-H
program.
Please pre-register so we have a count for materials.
To register for one of these Volunteer Orientation
sessions, contact Mary at 715-537-6253 or mary.
pardee@ces.uwex.edu.
Wednesday, November 12 , 3:00-4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 18, 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Monday, December 15, 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 6, 2015, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Thursday, January 6, 2015, 5:00-6:30 p.m.

Golfing Fundraiser
Several counties in UW-Extension’s Northwest Region
are interested in holding a fundraising golf tournament
which would benefit 4-H in our local counties. If you
have interest and skills in operating a tournament, please
contact Frank Ginther, 4-H Youth Development Agent in
Pierce County, at francis.ginther@ces.uwex.edu or 715573-6781.

UW-Extension Barron County
Barron County Government Center
335 E. Monroe Ave., Room 2206
Barron, WI 54812

UW-Extension Barron County
Mary Pardee (mary.pardee@ces.uwex.edu)
4-H Youth Development Educator/Co-Department Head
Tim Jergenson, Agricultural Agent/Co-Department Head
Missy Bablick, Family Living Educator
Kathy Splett, WNEP Coordinator
Kim Grover, Administrative Specialist
Phone: 715/537-6250
Fax: 715/537-6814
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4-H Association Council
President: Robin Hanson (458-2213)
Vice President: Kayla Kringle (307-0289)
Treasurer: Jacque Schaffer (234-7368)
Secretary: Molly Schaffer (234-7368)
Past President: Cathy Solum (234-6874)
Northwest Representative: Emily Drafall (419-0629)
Northeast Representative: Staci Rae (651-1341)
Central Representative: Carolyn Verhulst (537-3671)
Southwest Representative: Diana Bazewicz (641-0926)
Southeast Representative: Joyce Nelson (458-2673)
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